© NATE 2006                               Group reading at Key Stage 3 - Extension Pack: Year 8     Theme: The Holocaust

	Once                                  Morris Gleitzman                                                                 Group reading Year 8

	Objectives: R4 Versatile reading, R5 Trace developments, R10 Development of key ideas, R12 Independent reading, S&L3 Formal presentation

	Lesson
	Reading strategy focus
	Starter/introduction

(15 minutes)
	Development

(35 minutes)
	Plenary

(10 minutes)
	Homework

	1
	*Predict

*Pass comments 
	Introduction to guided reading/key objectives/ establishing ground rules/allocating texts and reading ‘tasters’
	Reading strategies: see starter

Group reading: pages 1–16
Group activity: opening impressions, predictions 

– group card O1
	Reflect on reading strategies and which used already 
	

	2
	*Ask questions

*Speculate

*Prior knowledge/reading
	Character, setting and mood: narrative hooks
	Group reading: pages 17–26 

Group activity: narrative hooks – group card O2
	What makes an effective narrative hook?
	Read pages 27-37

	3
	*Inference and deduction

*Visualise

*Empathise
	Introduction to character, inference and deduction
	Group reading: pages 38-56
Group activity: uncovering explicit/inferred views of character
 – group card O3

Teacher with guided group – guided card O1
	Each group shares one example of inference
	

	4
	*Reread

*Relate to time and place

*Interpret patterns
	Identifying themes and the way characters and events contribute to them
	Group reading: pages 57–73
Group activity: in-depth exploration of character 

– group card O4


	Two students to feedback what reading strategy helped most this lesson
	

	5
	*Summarise

*Interpret patterns
	Teacher modelling of mind-mapping techniques
	Group reading: pages 74–89
Group activity: mapping of ideas on storytelling
 – group card O5 
	Each group shares an example of mapping ideas
	

	6
	*Interpret patterns

*Ask questions

*Establish relationship 
 with the author
	Role of the author
	Group reading: pages 90–110
Group activity: in pairs – author interrogation (one person hot-seated as the author) – group card O6

Teacher with guided group – guided card O2
	Select one group to demonstrate. What new insights has this given into the book?
	Visit author’s website listed on group card O6

	7
	*Interpret patterns

*Ask questions
	Narrative style at word, sentence and text level
	Group reading: pages 111–120

Group activity: groups choose one plot event and explore how the language features work within this – group card O7
	Each group reports on one language feature and its effect
	

	8
	*Hear a voice as read

*Ask questions

*Interpret patterns
	Recap – what do we mean by authorial voice? How is the author ‘heard’ in novel?
	Group reading: pages 121–140

Group activity: find examples of author’s voice 

– group card O8
	Each group to give an example of 
a) authorial voice 
b) narrative voice
	

	9
	*Reread/reinterpret

*Summarise

*Pass judgements
	Ending and how it links back to the beginning
	Group reading: pages 141–150

Group activity: endings and resolutions – group card O9


	Each group to consider what is effective about ending in their book
	

	10
	Outline expectations for group presentations. Preparation of oral presentations Homework: Preparation/rehearsal

	11
	Group presentations: 5–10 minutes per text


[image: image1.jpg]



 Once                                   Morris Gleitzman                                                     
 Lesson 1                                    Group card O1

Objectives:  R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading
Resources: Strategy check-card
As a whole group we have:

· established the ground rules for guided reading;

· looked at effective strategies for reading (starter activity and Strategy check-card).

Now you are going to:

· discuss what we learn about the characters in the opening pages and predict their future importance in the novel. 

Group reading

Read together pages 1–16.
Group task 

1. In pairs, discuss the front cover of the novel.  Given the font, images and title, what sort of things do you think will happen in the story?
2. Label yourselves A–F around the group.

(A=Felix, B=Mother Minka, C=Mum and Dad, D=Dodie, E=Jankiel,

F=the men in the car)
3. Skim re-read pages 1–16 very quickly: 
i. What have you learnt about your character(s) in the opening chapters?  

ii. What can you predict about the future importance of your character(s) in Once?

iii. What evidence in the text helped you to make this prediction?
4. Share what you’ve learnt about your character(s) and your ideas about their future importance, with the rest of the group.
5. For three years and eight months Felix has been in the orphanage in the mountains.  In all of this time he has never heard from his parents.  In pairs, speculate about the reasons why his parents might have decided to leave him

     in the care of Mother Minka:
· Is this because they were unfeeling and wanted to get rid of him?  

· Can you find clues in the text to support your ideas? 
6. Share your speculations and comments with the others in the group
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 Lesson 2                                     Group card O2

Objectives:  R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading

Resources: Narrative hooks sheet, Strategy check-card
As a whole group we have:

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available.

Now you are going to:

· look at the narrative hooks used by the author.

Group reading

Read together pages 17–26.
Whilst you are reading:

· think about the strategies you are using (look at the Strategy check-card);

· think about the evidence you may use to support your ideas.

Group task
1. In pairs, look carefully at the narrative hooks prompt sheet.  When you have completed your reading of pages 17–26 discuss together the following questions:
i. Which narrative hooks has the writer used in this section to entice you as a reader?

ii. Can you find evidence in the text to support your ideas about this?  (Be prepared to share your findings with the others in conversation). 
2. In your group, share your discoveries about the narrative hooks in use and then discuss:

i. What do you already know about Germany and Poland during the last months of World War II in Europe?  

ii. Which books have you previously read, or films have you seen, that help us understand the background to Once? 

iii. What kind of story is Once?

iv. What are the clues in terms of mood/tone/setting/action that helped you decide?

v. What can you speculate about how things are likely to change for Felix in the future?
3.  For homework read pages 27–37
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 Lesson 3                                    Group card O3

Objectives:  R4 Versatile reading


                     R13 Interpret a text
Resources:  A3 plain paper, felt pens
As a whole group we have:

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· explored narrative hooks.

Now we will:

· explore how the characters are developing.

Group reading

Read together pages 38–48.
Group task 

As Felix moves across Poland, trying to make sense of everything that he sees, he makes up stories to explain things.  Between pages 38–48 he discovers what has happened in his home town.  Each time he finds something unusual he ponders what might have happened, inferring, deducing and speculating, before finding out the truth.
1. In pairs, identify what Felix infers, deduces, speculates and then learns:
i. at the book shop;
ii. during the children’s game;
iii. in conversation with Mr Kopek.
2. Share your findings with the others in the group.
3. Select one member of the group to give the best example of Felix inferring, deducing or speculating, in these pages, during the plenary.
4. Read pages 49–56 before the plenary. 
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 Lesson 4                                   Group card O4

Objectives: R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading

Resources:  None
As a whole group we have:

· 
revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· 
explored narrative hooks;

· 
explored the developing relationships between character and place.

Now you are going to: 

· 
explore the characterisation in more depth.
Group reading

Read together pages 57–65.
Group task 

In these pages we learn more about Felix and see his understanding grow.
On page 64 he tells Zelda that the old lady who could not go on was, ‘…just having a rest’.
Imagine that a minute later Zelda and Felix heard the rattle of machine gun fire where the elderly lady had been resting.
1. In pairs, decide who will play the role of being Felix and who will become Zelda.
2. Improvise an imaginary conversation that takes place between them as the sound of gunfire fades away.
3. Select one pair to repeat their improvisation for the rest of the group.
4. As a group, discuss how Felix has changed since he met Zelda:
i. Why do you think that the author shows us this character growing up in these pages?

ii. What does this suggest about how Felix might behave in the future?

iii. How does Zelda feel about her protector, Felix?

iv. Why does Felix feel so protective towards her?

v. Why are these changes in Felix’s manner significant?
5. Discuss the reading strategies you have used during the lesson so far.
6. Select one member of the group to feed back on the reading strategies you have used today, during the plenary.

7. Read pages 66–73 before the plenary.
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 Lesson 5                                     Group card O5

Objectives:  R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading

Resources: 
A3 plain paper, pens, pencils, a pair of large compasses, (or circular object of dinner plate size to trace around)
As a whole group we have:

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· explored narrative hooks;

· explored the developing relationships between character and place;

· begun to explore themes and how the characters contribute towards them.

Now you are going to: 

· continue to trace developments, including themes.

Group reading

Read together pages 74–89.
Group task





In these pages Felix finds that his gift as a storyteller has suddenly dried up.

1. In pairs, discuss the questions below:
i. What impact do Felix’s stories usually have on his audience?

ii. Why has his gift disappeared?

iii. How does this make him feel?
2. Skim re-read some of the stories he made up and told in these pages and in earlier chapters.  Decide whether telling helped in anyway –that they acted as a gift- or whether telling them blocked understanding of the real situation –that they acted as a curse
3. Copy out the Venn diagram above onto a sheet of A3 plain paper. In the centre of the diagram map your thoughts about why his stories have dried up, in the other sections record your ideas about instances when his tales acted either as a gift or as a curse. Find evidence in the text to support your ideas. 
4. Share your findings with the others in the group.
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 Lesson 6                                    Group card O6

Objectives: R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading


Resources: None
As a whole group we have:

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· explored narrative hooks;

· explored the developing relationships between character and place;

· explored themes and how the characters contribute towards them.

Now you are going to:

· explore the role of the author.
Group reading

Read together pages 90–110.
Group task

The characters are not the only ones that have a voice in a story.  Readers are often given a strong impression of the author, the teller of the tale, and this can influence your experience of a story.

1. As a group, share ideas on the following question:

· Why do you think Morris Gleitzman wrote Once?
2. In pairs, write down five more questions that you would like to ask Morris Gleitzman about Once.
3. One member of the group should take on the role of the author and be hot-seated as Morris Gleitzman.
4. When you have done this, as homework, visit the author’s own website where he talks about himself, his books and his life in England and Australia.  See http://www.morrisgleitzman.com/fst_contents.html
5. Use the same link to find out about the real life events that the author says inspired him to write Once and to discover an excellent list of background reading, the real stories Morris Gleitzman drew on when writing this book.
6. As you look at this material, think about how close your group’s impressions of the author were to the impression created here.
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 Lesson 7                                    Group card O7

Objectives: R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading
Resources: None
As a whole group we have:

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· explored narrative hooks, character, setting and mood;

· explored the developing relationships between character and place;

· explored themes and how the characters contribute towards them.

Now you are going to look at:

· narrative style.
Group reading

Read together pages 111–120.
Group task

In these pages Felix discovers the truth about Nazi lies and the fate of his own parents.  The writer shows us Felix learning to separate fantasy from reality.
1. In pairs discuss the following questions:
i. How does the writer build up tension in these pages?

ii. Why is it necessary for Felix and Barney to argue about going to the countryside?
iii. How does Barney speak to Felix in these pages?

iv. How does Felix speak to Barney in these pages?

v. Why does Barney tell Felix the cold, hard truth at this point in the story? 

vi. What does this tell us about how Barney now views Felix?
2. Share your findings with the others in the group.
3. Skim re-read pages 1–5 independently.
4. In the group discuss:
i. How has Felix changed since he left the orphanage?

ii. How has the writer selected and used words, phrases and punctuation to suggest these changes to you as a reader?
Find evidence in the text to support your ideas
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 Lesson 8                                    Group card O8
Objectives: R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading
Resources:

Introduction to narrative/authorial voice prompt sheet
As a whole group we have:

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· explored narrative hooks, character, setting and mood, relationships between character and place, emerging themes, the difference between authorial voice and narrative voice.

Now you are going to:
· think about the author’s voice and narrative voice.
Group reading

Read together pages 121–140.
Group task

Following the depression he felt when he realised that his parents were dead, Felix rallies when Zelda needs his help.  He slips out alone into the ghetto to find her some aspirin.
1. In pairs discuss:
i. why Felix’s love of stories has turned to hatred on page 121;
ii. how the writer portrays Felix;
iii. why Felix risks so much just to find a carrot;
iv. why Felix can’t move once he finds Just William;
v. the importance of the picture in the locket;
vi. how the writer builds up tension in these pages.
2. Share your findings with the others in the group.
3. Re-read the ‘Introduction to narrative/authorial voice’ prompt sheet used during today’s starter and then, in the same pairs as before, discuss:
i. The narrative voice in these pages – what tone does it have?  Is it calm, objective, removed from the action and unfeeling?  Or is it excitable, subjective, uncertain and fearful?  

ii. The authorial voice in these pages – do the views of Morris Gleitzman show through anywhere in these pages?  If so, where?  

iii. Are there any clues in these pages suggesting how this story might turn out?

iv. Can you find evidence in the text to support your ideas on these points?
4. Share your findings with the others in the group.
5. In your group, agree the best examples of narrative voice and of authorial voice, you can find in these pages.  Select one person to share these examples in the plenary.
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 Lesson 9                                     Group card O9

Objectives:  R4 Versatile reading


                     R12 Independent reading

Resources:  None
As a whole group we have: 

· revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;

· explored narrative hooks, character, setting and mood, relationships between character and place, emerging themes, narrative style, the difference between authorial and narrative voice. 

Now we will look at:

· the resolution.
Group reading

Read together pages 141–150.
Group task
1. In pairs, discuss any questions you feel have been left unanswered by the ending of Once.
2. Independently read the section headed ‘Dear reader’ at the back of the book.
3. In the same pairs, discuss these questions:
i. How are Janusz Korczak and Barney similar?

ii. What will Barney do with the syringes in his pocket?

iii. Are his actions justified?

iv. Who is the true hero, Felix or Barney? 
4. Share your findings with the others in the group.
5. As a group, consider what the future might hold for Felix and Zelda: 
i. Are they likely to survive?

ii. What evidence can you find in the final pages to support your ideas?

iii. Was this story like any other that you have read?  How?

iv. Did you enjoy the story and its ending?  Why?

v. If you were to suggest an alternative ending what might it be? 

	Once                                   Morris Gleitzman

Lesson 3
Guided card O1

	Teaching objective(s):
	R4  Versatile reading


R5 Trace developments
	Resources:

Strategy check-cards
Photocopies of pages 38–42

	Text focus:
	Once by Morris Gleitzman (pages 38–42)
Re-read, relate to time and place, interpret patterns

	Teaching sequence:
Introduction to text:

Strategy check: 

Independent reading and related task:

Return to text:

developing response

Review (reading target and next steps):


	Clarify objectives.  Recap of the story so far, key characters, storyline, emerging themes, personal responses.

Teacher distributes Strategy check-cards and discusses expectations for developing active reading skills.

Students read pages 38–42 independently.  They are reminded of the need to find textual evidence to support their ideas.  In pairs, they are asked to discuss, with reference to this chapter:

· what Felix feels infers and deduces as he looks through the shop window;
· what he speculates about his parents;
· when reality shatters his illusions.
Students share findings with the whole group.  Teacher introduces the concept of foregrounding, i.e. when writers scatter clues early on in a story in order to warn the reader about events that will happen later.

· Can students identify any places in these pages where the writer might be foregrounding something important?

· Should we expect a change of tone in the narrative voice as a result of these discoveries?

Which strategies did they use whilst reading?

Set next task: read pages 43–56 before the plenary.

	Evaluation:
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Lesson 6                                     Guided card O2

	Teaching objective(s):
	R4 Versatile reading


R12 Independent reading
	Resources:

Strategy check-cards
Photocopies of pages 90–93

	Text focus:
	Once by Morris Gleitzman (pages 90–93)
Reread, reinterpret, summarise, pass judgements

	Teaching sequence:
Introduction to text:

Strategy check: 

Independent reading and related task:

Return to text:

developing response

Review (reading target and next steps):


	Clarify objectives.  Recap of the story so far, key characters, storyline, emerging themes, personal responses.

Teacher distributes Strategy check-cards and discusses expectations for developing active reading skills.

Students read pages 90–93 independently. They are reminded of the need to find textual evidence to support their ideas. In pairs, they are asked to discuss, with reference to these pages:

· the importance of stories to Felix and Barney;
· why Barney wants Felix to share his stories;
· why Barney’s eyes ‘twinkle’ when he hears about Felix’s illness;
· why Felix makes ‘stupid storytelling mistakes’ when he talks to Barney.
Students share findings with the whole group.  Teacher reminds them about authorial voice.  The group share ideas on the following questions:

· Why do you think Morris Gleitzman wrote Once?

· What questions would you like to ask Morris Gleitzman about Once?

One member of the group takes on the role of the author and is hot- seated as Morris Gleitzman.

Which strategies did they use whilst reading?

Set next task: read pages 94–110 before the plenary.

For homework visit the author’s website listed on group card O6

	Evaluation:
	


















































Why


stories


won’t  come





Stories as a gift





Stories as a curse











‘That story saved my life.’ (p.87)


‘The Nazis are shooting people…A story isn’t going to help.’ (p.85)
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