
       

 

 

   

 

are messaging, sharing and liking throughout the 

day, including during school hours and late into the 

evening, with 9% of 11-15-year-olds 

communicating via social media at 10pm, and 2% 

messaging at midnight. Children’s use of social 

media is constantly evolving, and that brings both 

new opportunities and risks. Social media is a very 

well-known modern-day source for much of our 

news and information, a place to share stories, 

comments and opinion.  

According to Think Digital First, 40 million 

people in the UK have social media accounts and 

with TV and radio use declining, it is likely that 

social media will be the main source of information 

for many of us.  

With these shifts in how our children are 

spending their time and the huge amount of 

information that they have access to, can we afford 

not to teach children about current affairs, and to 

challenge their inaccuracies and misconceptions? 

School timetables are exceptionally busy and 

crowded and many teachers feel like they are 

having to shoe-horn experiences into a busy week 

so that they can provide children with a broad and 

balanced education.  

Although some teachers struggle to fit everything 

in, adopting a creative curriculum means there is 

21st Century life is busy, relentless and forever 

changing with news being omnipresent and 

constantly drip-fed into our world. Newspapers, 

radio and TV once dominated the market but now 

we can also access news from our personal devices 

through apps, social media and websites.  

Over the last decade, breakneck technological 

advances have meant the volume of news we 

receive has changed dramatically, although not all 

this change has been positive – there has been a 

worrying increase in misinformation and 

widespread ‘fake news’.  

Social media has played a huge role in the rapid 

transmission of news, both real and fake, meaning 

that hundreds and thousands, if not millions, of 

people can find out about a story – and not always 

know the validity of the source of the information 

and assume it, incorrectly, to be true! With adults 

confused and not knowing sure what to believe 

online, where does this leave children? 

A study conducted by Ofcom in 2016 into media 

uses by children found that some 23% of 8-11-

year-olds and 72% of 12-15-year-olds have a 

profile, with the number of profiles doubling 

between the age of 10 and 11 (21% to 43%) and 

increasing sharply again between 12 and 13 (50% 

to 74%). Digital Day research shows that children 
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Should we teach children about 

the news? 

Founder of Picture News, Katie Harrison outlines plenty of  

reasons why we should teach children about current affairs. 



       

 

 

   

 

always wiggle room and definitely a place for news 

education. Picture News has a vital role to play: it develops 

children’s media literacy, it improves their critical 

understanding and it helps them challenge misconceptions so 

they are not victims of skewed realities. Picture News has the 

potential to make connections, be memorable and 

transformational in children’s lives by inspiring a thirst for 

enquiry and learning about the world around them.       

Benefits of teaching the news 

Much of the news in our media is negative and this is 

something we need to handle with care around children. The 

balance simply is not there so it is easy to see why some news 

is easier to avoid!  

Children may find several elements alarming (as many 

adults do) and struggle to rationalise or digest what is 

happening. The issue is that in modern times children are 

aware of what’s going on because they have the technology 

and communication links which enable children as young as 7 

or 8 to discuss and share articles way beyond their 

comprehension, whilst their parents could be having a coffee 

in the same room.  

It is important that some of the issues that they are aware of 

are discussed in a safe and secure environment so they can 

make sense of events and, most importantly, eradicate 

unnecessary fears through misinformation. 

What’s going on in the world can inevitably provide many 

real-life learning opportunities for children to positively 

engage with. The news can help them to develop new 

interests, challenge their perceptions and help them develop 

empathy and respect.  

The news often takes a back seat in schools – many teachers 

simply do not have time to create their own plans and 

resources for something that may have moved on by the time 

they have gathered information and resources from which a 

lesson may be planned. 

If viewed differently, however, the news can provide a huge 

wave of additional and fresh content for supporting nearly 

every area of the curriculum. Real-life events taken from the 

news can teach us so much about ourselves. 

Marianne Talbot, whose previous role was consultant for 

the QCA with responsibility for guidance on pupils’ moral, 

spiritual, social and cultural development commented: 

‘There is much enthusiasm for a project which looks beyond 

the utilitarian to more fundamental questions. People are fed 

up with the idea that education is simply about getting 

qualifications. They are very happy to be reminded of the fact 

that they went into teaching because they want to help young 

children.’ 

The news is a fantastic source for this because we can learn 

about differences of opinion, how people stand up for what 

they believe in and how some of us have the power and 

autonomy to make decisions that can have a great impact on 

our world. 

What’s out there to help teach the news? 

There are many resources available to schools that allow 

quick and easy access to a wide range of content that can be 

used in a number of ways.  

CBBC’s Newsround (www.bbc.co.uk/newsround) is now 

readily available in bite-sized clips online for specific stories 

and you can watch the full news shows too, which are made 

especially for children.  

First News and The Week Junior are a couple of examples of 

child-friendly papers with a wide range of stories covered.  

Picture News is a weekly image-based news resource for 

primary schools that focuses on one key story each week. It 

can be used flexibly as part of a weekly news assembly, or in 

lessons as part of an English lesson, in circle time, as part of a 

PSHE, or as part of a debating/discussions club. 

The high quality and engaging resources lend themselves 

perfectly to developing skills in reading, writing, speaking 

and listening, exploring complex issues in an accessible and 

understandable way. With fundamental British values now 

occupying a place on the curriculum, these resources offer 

children plenty of opportunities to empathise with, and to 

understand, the world in which they live. There are also 

opportunities to meet many of the requirements of the English 

curriculum for Year 1 and beyond: to listen to texts beyond 

those they can read independently, to make inferences, to 

predict, to sequence and to summarise. Children can also 

participate in discussions and comprehend challenging 

vocabulary in context.  

The presentation of the news provides a regular model for 

children to emulate in their own writing, acquiring skills 

which, in time, will be transferred into children’s independent 

writing, giving young writers a great purpose to their work. 

“The news is a fantastic source because we can 

learn about differences of opinion, how people 

stand up for what they believe in…” 
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Katie Harrison is the founder of Picture News. 

Prior to setting up Picture News, Katie taught in 

primary schools, moving on to educational 

training and sales roles. Picture News provides 

schools with weekly resources using images 

from the news as a stimulus for both learning 

about and from current affairs. They also run 

workshops for schools: ‘Using the news to 

inspire young minds’.  


