
11: Blind writing

Close your eyes and concentrate on the words

Suitable for Key Stages 2-5 

Summary

Pupils write without being able to see what they are writing, either
using a word processor where the screen input is off or invisible – or
because they write with their eyes shut!

What’s the point? 

This is a technique to help reluctant writers and to give more
confident writers a fresh way to create with words. It enables pupils to
focus on words rather than spellings or other surface features, which
they can fix later.

In the classroom

Pupils are asked to recall a significant memory and then to focus on
one of the most important moments within that event. With pencils
poised above a clean sheet of paper, they then close their eyes and
write the answers to questions posed by you. Advise them to keep
their answers brief. Suggested questions: 

• Where are you? 

• Who are you with? 

• What are you wearing? 

• What are you holding / touching / carrying? 

• What is you posture? 

• What can you see? 

• What can you hear? 

• What is you emotion? 

There are others you can add, depending on the age and ability of the class.

When they open their eyes, they can transcribe what they have written, correcting any errors but 
keeping the writing minimal. The results form a snapshot of an event which is often more evocative
than a lengthy retelling. 

The same technique can be used if pupils have access to word processors. Either turn off the 
screens or, if using laptops, set the font colour to white.

And also… 

Apply the same technique to a situation taken from a story or a play. Ask them to imagine that they 
are Romeo or Juliet on their first meeting, for example, or the visitor who features in ‘The 
Listeners’. The resulting writing can be left as it is or used as a skeleton for fleshing out into a fuller
piece.

Tips and techniques 

To reassure pupils that they can write with their eyes shut, ask them to close their eyes and write 
their names. Surprise all round!
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