
14: The Author’s Viewpoint

Bring the writer into the classroom

Suitable for Key Stages 3, 4 and 5

Summary

A picture of the author is a simple but
effective strategy for encouraging pupils to
respond to the text as work constructed by
an author.

What’s the point? 

Pupils often get carried away writing about
character and plot without making
reference to the author’s point of view.
Creating the author as a ‘presence’ in the
room can be a useful reminder that texts
are constructed by a writer and can support pupils in their attempts to focus on writers’ viewpoints 
and perspectives.

In the classroom

Get hold of an appropriate image of the author. Either have a laminated A1 size print out to stick up
or embed the image in the interactive whiteboard. Then when you are discussing the text ask 
pupils to look at the image when considering questions about plot and character by phrasing the 
questions in such a way as:

‘Why do you think the author chose these words to describe this particular place?’ ‘What do you 
think the author wanted to say about this place?’

Constant reference to the physical presence of the author can really help pupils to move to a more 
complex level of analysis. For example, when discussing Curley’s wife in Of Mice and Men it can 
be very useful to focus on Steinbeck’s (possible) intentions. This leads to pupils developing a more
appropriate academic register where they begin to say ‘Steinbeck created….’ rather than ‘Curley’s 
wife is…’.

And also…

Searching out and viewing some of the many excellent YouTube clips of contemporary authors 
talking about their work can bring a writer’s voice into the classroom. 

Tips and techniques

Get pupils to make speech bubbles coming from the author’s mouth; a smaller image stuck in 
exercise books can help facilitate this. The presence or removal of the author’s image can help A 
Level pupils to understand different critical perspectives.
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