
17: Literary Terms 

Learning to spell challenging words can be
empowering!

Suitable for Key Stages 3 to 5

Summary

This is a useful way to extend pupils’ knowledge of subject
specific vocabulary and to increase technical accuracy when
spelling more challenging words.

What’s the point? 

Just learning to spell a random selection of words isn’t usually
successful because the words are often not contextualised but if
you focus on developing a ‘to learn’ list of words that will be
used in an upcoming scheme of work then pupils will see the
point of learning meanings and spellings. 

Most pupils will be happy to use challenging vocabulary if they
feel confident and well-equipped to do so.

In the classroom

Before embarking on a particular scheme of work look ahead
and identify some 10-20 key words that will be particularly
useful. An example of such a list to support learning about 
Romeo and Juliet might include the following words: archaic,
couplet, rhythm, soliloquy, tragedy, hyperbole, heritage, double
entendre, blank verse, iambic pentameter…

Place pupils in pairs and give each pair one of the selected the words on a laminated sheet of A4  
(there are opportunities for differentiation here). Pairs then have a few minutes to look up the 
meaning, prepare a definition and example plus a useful tip for learning the word (mnemonics, 
rhymes, chunking down etc). Each pair presents to the class. 

Pupils copy down all the words and learn them for homework.

The laminated words are put up on the classroom wall and referred to at appropriate points during 
the scheme of work. This works far better than having the same words gathering dust throughout 
the year!

And also…

Encourage self-assessment at the end of the scheme of work. Ask pupils to read over their work 
and highlight where they have used the key words appropriately and effectively.

Tips and techniques

Give each pupil a small notebook to customise and to create a vocabulary book/ personal 
dictionary. Encourage everyone to note down new words during lessons. Get into the habit of 
writing up words to learn as you go along – often the moment is lost when pupils have heard the 
teacher use a technical term but are scared to use it because they haven’t seen it written down.  
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