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19: Immersed texts 
Suitable for Key Stages 2 -5 

Summary 

A text, usually a poem, is ‘immersed’ within a longer 
piece of writing and it is the task of pupils to discover  
the original text. 

What’s the point?  

This activity can be used as a way to introduce a poem 
to a class or as a means of revision. Used as an introduction, it can help to overcome the 
resistance which sometimes occurs when pupils are presented with a text laid out in verse form. 
The expanded version can also help to make the meaning of the poem clearer. As a revision 
activity, pupils are challenged to find the original poem within the prose. 

In the classroom 

Preparation for this activity takes some time and creativity from you, the teacher. You will need to 
create the text that pupils are to investigate.  Here is the beginning of an immersed version of 
Blake’s poem Little Boy Lost: 

It	was	a	horrible	night	-	foggy	and	damp.		As	I	walked	down	by	the	river	bank	I	heard	a	faint	voice	calling,	
'Father,	father,	where	are	you	going?'.		I	didn't	take	much	notice	until	I	rounded	the	bend	and	heard	it	
again.		'Oh	do	not	walk	so	fast!'		It	was	a	pathetic	sound	to	hear	on	a	night	like	that.		Again	it	came,	louder	
and	more	desperate:	'Speak,	father,	speak	to	your	little	boy	or	else	I	shall	be	lost.'		I	peered	through	the	
gloom	and	caught	sight	of	a	small	figure…	

If you are employing this as a revision activity, ask pupils to use a highlighter to pick out the words 
and phrases they think come from the original poem. If they are using word processors, they could 
then delete the words not highlighted and see how close they come to re-creating the poem.  As 
with many such activities, they benefit from the discussion sparked by pair or small group work.  

And also… / variations / differentiation etc 

Pupils can be asked to create their own immersed texts. Provide the poem in question in word-
processed form. Pupils then insert their own words where they think appropriate to make a prose 
version of approximately double or triple the length of the original. They may use the opportunity to 
enhance the themes of the poem or to subvert them. 

Tips and techniques  

Use a simple poem to demonstrate how this technique works, such as a nursery rhyme.   

We’ve	been	having	some	problems	with	a	boy	in	Y5	called	Georgie	Porgie.	He’s	a	great	pudding	of	a	lad	and	
most	of	the	time	he’s	as	nice	as	pie.	Last	week,	though,	during	playtime,	he	kissed	several	of	the	Y3	and	4	
girls.	One	or	two	took	it	as	a	joke	but,	well,	Janice	Jones	and	Cynthia	Smith	–	you	can	imagine	-	it	made	
them	cry.		When	the	boys	came	out,	they	heard	what	had	happened	and	instead	of	going	to	play	they	
started	looking	for	Georgie.		Luckily	young	Porgie	ran	away	before	they	could	find	him.		The	following	day….	
 

A health warning. It’s a fine line between making a poem more approachable and imposing your 
own interpretation – but sometimes you do have to give that extra bit of help. 

 


