
1: Found poems - or poetry by stealth! 
(suitable for KS2–4, ages 7-16)

Summary

In this activity pupils select words and phrases from a prose text and then remove the words which 
have not been chosen. The remaining words form (perhaps with reworking, perhaps without 
needing any changes) a free-form poem.

What’s the point? 

The activity demonstrates that poetry as a form is often more condensed or compact than ordinary 
prose. It pays greater attention to the nature and necessity of every word.  The kinds of words and 
phrases which pupils select usually reflect interesting use of language by the writer, for example, 
the use of imagery.  The reworking of the words and phrases selected offers pupils the chance to 
focus closely on language and using it most effectively.

In the classroom

Choose a prose extract which contains some interesting language use. This might be anything 
from a travel brochure to a sports report or a cookery book. In pairs or groups, pupils use a 
highlighter to mark words and phrases which they like the sound of. Do the same yourself. Do not 
mention the word ‘poem’! The passage should be long enough for between six and ten to be 
chosen without too much difficulty. After about ten minutes, ask pupils to copy out the chosen 
words or phrases in list format. Then, individually or in
pairs, they are to arrange the words and phrases in the
way they think is best. Ask a number of pupils to read
what they have written; most of them will sound very
much like poems.  Modelling the process for the class
using the words and phrases you have chosen, show
how, with a little re-working and perhaps some
additional words, a satisfying poem can be created.
They can then work on creating their own poem from
their set of words.  

And also…

This works well using a word processor as the selected words do not have to be copied out: the 
non-selected ones can just be deleted. 

A creative variation is for pupils to use the same technique on a piece of writing of their own, 
perhaps a descriptive piece based on observation. Some striking short poems can result. A further 
variation involves leaving the words in the prose passage and simply making them stand out by 
highlighting them (or if using a word processor, fading the non-selected words to grey, as in the 
example here).

Tips and techniques  
If using Word, use a colour highlight to show selected words. You can remove non-selected words 
in one go as follows: Replace > More > Format > Highlight; select Format > Highlight again and 
‘not Highlight’ should appear under the ‘Find what’ box. In the ‘Replace with’ box, type ^p. Then 
click Replace All.
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