
© National Association for the Teaching of English 2015 www.nate.org.uk  

  

22: Exploring Connections with Underground Maps  
Suitable for KS3-5 
 
Summary: 

Based on Harry Beck’s original London Underground Map design (and in this case the 
400th Anniversary of Shakespeare Tube Map from The Globe/Transport for London), this 
technique is used to create a visual representation of the key themes of a text and how 
they recur in the text, helping students to prepare for new spec GCSE English Literature 
exam questions, where they are required to connect the theme or character in their 
question to the play as a whole. 

What’s the point?  

Pupils often struggle to link the extracts given in 
exams effectively to other parts of the play. By 
creating a colour-coded visual representation of 
links, and breaking down connections into 
simplified points and symbols on a map, this 
technique helps pupils to better understand the 
ways in which key themes recur and connect 
throughout the text. This can be adapted and 
developed to suit any text being studied, 
especially with regards to GCSE and A Level.  

In the classroom 

Firstly, discuss as a class what the main themes of the text are. Assign each table an 
individual theme and ask them to come up with examples across the play as a whole. The 
themes are then used as a carousel task, moving to each table after an allotted period of 
time, so by the end of the task each student has notes on all of the key themes and where 
they occur in the play. 

These notes are then used to create the maps. Each theme is colour-coded (or symbols 
used) in order for the students to use them as revision aids. Students chart their plot points 
and themes in ways that best suit their own learning. The task gives structure for those of 
lower ability, whilst also allowing for a creative outlet for G+T pupils. 

Tips and techniques 
This task can also work well with A Level students, for instance with AQA A Level English 
Literature B: Elements of Gothic, where themes can be replaced with gothic features and 
tropes to connect the four texts studied for the exam to prepare for the Section B question.  

For the more technologically inclined computer based maps can be created using 
http://beno.org.uk/metromapcreator/#  
 


