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24: Too good for words! 
Using ‘emojis’ to check understanding of plot and structure 
Suitable for KS1-4 

Summary 

Pupils use emojis to represent the plot of the text they are studying. They must include emojis that 
represent key events and emotions from the text. 

What’s the point?  

This activity enables pupils to show understanding of chronology of plot, key scenes, themes and 
characters. In groups, they discuss the best way to represent these in emoji form, focusing on 
questions such as ‘Which symbol would represent each character best?” and “What sort of 
emotions are the characters feeling in this key part of the plot?” Prompt questions like these get the 
pupils discussing the text in depth and considering their choices carefully. 

This work also produces opportunities to talk about structure, as pupils can become overwhelmed 
when asked to think about the text as a whole, finding it difficult to recognise pivotal moments or 
think about when certain characters or themes are introduced. Emoji form allows pupils easily to 
pick out key moments and discuss the significance of them, with the help of prompts.  

In the classroom 

Use of phones is entirely dependent on the school rules. If students 
cannot use their phones in the classroom, the emojis can be 
completed for homework, and perhaps posted on the school Twitter 
feed or printed out and stuck in their books. The discussion of their 
choices can then take place in the classroom.  

If pupils do not have access to mobile phones, you can provide pupils 
with worksheets of emojis to choose from. 

And also…  

Differentiation occurs through the types of questions the pupils are 
given to prompt their discussions about choices. For example, you 
could perhaps ask less able or confident students to pick out the 
scenes they have used a ‘sad emoji’ for and think about why the 
characters are sad and what happens before or after this emotion. 
You could ask more able or confident students to choose the pivotal 
moments in the text and suggest the impact these have on the rest of the plot.  

Tips and techniques  

Creating a Twitter feed for the class to post their emojis is a good way to present all of the different 
choices the class makes. It prompts good discussions between pupils.  

Please make sure you check school security settings and ask permission from the school.  

 


