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33: Words for a 
Purpose, Words for 
Effect 
 
Examining the writer’s word 
choices using cloze 
procedure 
Suitable for KS3-4 
 

Study focus: KS4 GCSE Literature: 
AO1 Comprehension - understanding 
of word, phrase or sentence in context. AO2 Reading critically - analyse the techniques used by a 
writer to achieve specific purposes and effects. (Also relevant to Language AOs, and to work at 
KS3) 

 

Summary 

This activity uses cloze procedure to make students anticipate and then evaluate a writer’s word 
choices in context. It focuses on language and meaning rather than than feature-spotting. 

What’s the point?  

Students tend to think of texts as completed artefacts: they need to know that in the drafting of a 
text, the writer makes choices for various reasons – for sound, metaphorical impact, rhyme or 
metre.  

In the classroom 

1 All students have a copy of the text (e.g. Manhunt) with omitted words. They choose words to fill 
in the spaces, identifying clues to grammatical fit and justifying semantic plausibility   

Only then would he let me explore 

the ________ ________ of his lower jaw, 

and handle and hold 

the damaged, ________ collar-bone, 

and mind and attend 

the fractured ________ of shoulder blade 

and finger and thumb  

the ________ ________ of his punctured lung 

 
2 They then compare their versions with this one, evaluating plausibility, effects and merits. 
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Only then would he let me explore 

the injured part of his lower jaw, 

and handle and hold 

the damaged, fragile collar-bone, 

and mind and attend 

the fractured edge of shoulder blade 

and finger and thumb  

the painful wounding of his punctured lung. 

 
3 Show them this version with words chosen for alliterative effect. Is this better or not? 
  

Only then would he let me explore 

the broken bonework of his lower jaw, 

and handle and hold 

the damaged, crooked collar-bone, 

and mind and attend 

the fractured shape of shoulder blade 

and finger and thumb  

the tender tissue of his punctured lung 

 
4 Compare all three with the real version. Are purpose, meaning and effects dependent on a 
literary device or on some other reason for the choice of words?  

Variations 

This method can be applied to prose, drama or non-literary text. With poems, try taking out 
rhyming words or adjectives or verbs. 

Tips and techniques 

Works on individual paper copies, on PowerPoint, on smartboard or A2 display. 

 


