
4: Paragraph Jigsaw

Structuring paragraphs to produce a perfect reading response

Suitable for Key Stages 3 to 5

Summary

Whether you teach PEE, PEEE, PEEL or any other acronym to show how
to structure a paragraph, this activity should help produce a good reading
response to a text. 

Pupils are given the appropriate number of pieces depending on which
acronym you use to teach paragraphing – for example, four pieces if you
use PEEL (Point, Evidence, Explanation and Language analysis). Pupils
are then given a question on their reading material, for example: ‘How
does Juliet show commitment in Romeo and Juliet?’ They write each piece
of their answer on the appropriate puzzle piece. The groups mix up their puzzle pieces, so the 
elements of their answers are no longer together. Switching groups, they must fit together each 
other’s puzzle pieces to produce perfect paragraphs.

What’s the point? 

Using puzzle pieces shows pupils that good reading responses include a number of elements they 
must use in each paragraph. Looking at a range of responses from their classmates and piecing 
together good answers shows they understand what makes a good answer – for example, by 
matching the appropriate quotation to the point someone is making or spotting good language 
analysis of a quotation. It also gives them plenty of examples to critique and discuss in groups.

In the classroom

Give pupils the jigsaw structure to cut out themselves. This should not take much time and is also 
a good settler to a lesson. Allow pupils time to work together to complete as many jigsaw 
paragraphs as possible on one question. This allows them to write what is almost an essay on the 
topic you have selected for them. Ask them to mix all these jigsaw answers together and switch 
groups so they interact with other answers. 

Allow pupils time to position the pieces back together again and ensure all pupils can argue their 
case for why they think that paragraph fits together. Pupils then should have chance to critique the 
answers, perhaps thinking about how they can improve them. 

And also… 

The puzzle piece technique could also be used to help with the initial teaching of the structure of a 
reading response. It allows pupils to easily see each element of your acronym of choice and 
produce an answer step by step. 

Tips and techniques 

Ask pupils to work in pairs or groups so that they can take it in turns to write the puzzle pieces. 
This ensures the other groups do not just match up the handwriting. If possible, the pieces could 
also be made on a computer to avoid handwriting issues. 
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