
5:Tat boxes

Creating treasure from tat

Suitable for Key Stages 3 to 5

Summary

A box of assorted objects from the pound shop
can be used to encourage pupils to engage more
deeply with characters from any text. You'll be
amazed at the ideas they produce!

What’s the point? 

Pupils often find it hard to articulate their ideas
about characters in texts. A tat box gives them
something on which to hang their ideas,
encouraging them to think more deeply about the
character and their motivation. And because it's
fun, they're really engaged with what they're
doing.

In the classroom

First of all, all you need to visit the pound shop (other cheap shops are available). You're looking 
for objects which can be bought in handy multiples - I opt for 8 as I have 8 tables in my room - and 
which can't cause harm! Aim to have between 10 and 15 objects for each box.

Step two is simple: give each group of pupils a box and invite them to discuss which item 
represents which character and why.

Take it up a notch by asking for a quotation to support each of their ideas.

Develop it further by asking them to think about other items. What might represent the setting or 
the mood of the text?

You can record the pupils discussing their choices on video, or get them to photograph their work 
as a handy revision tool.

And also…

When they’ve done their thinking, the next stage would be to ask them to develop their ideas in 
writing, using their objects as a jumping off point. 

Tips and techniques 

The content of the boxes doesn't matter at all. I frequently add to mine when I happen to find 
enough of something to put in each box. You could, of course, have different boxes for different 
groups of pupils if you wished.

Pupils of all ages can derive a great deal of meaning from a plastic ice cube or a cocktail stirrer. 
This works at all levels: Advanced Level students used tat boxes to consider relationships in 
Hamlet. 

Give them plenty of time to develop their ideas and to look beyond the obvious.
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