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70: Real-time Online Classroom 
Writing Workshops with Padlet  
Andrew Morse explains how he uses the 
attractive free online resource Padlet as a 
simple and efficient way to give feedback on 
students’ writing in real time, and to enable 
their work to be read – and commented on – by 
peers and even parents.  

 

What: 
Padlet.com is a free resource which allows the 
creation of editable webpages allowing 
practitioners the opportunity to give immediate feedback to users and check their 
understanding at a glance. It can easily be set up to allow teachers to give real-time feedback 
whilst students are writing, and to enable others – students, parents, etc. – to read and 
comment on their work. 

 

Why:  

We mark a lot as English teachers and some of it is likely to be effective. But the effect on progress 
diminishes the longer the pupil waits for the work to be returned, and the work required on the 
part of the teacher tends to raise concerns about the opportunity cost. (See 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/evidence-reviews/written-
marking/). 

Padlet is the best way I know to give feedback on written work because that feedback can be given 
in real time, because I can flit easily between pupils in the class, and because I’m suspicious about 
the traditional alternative: just how effectively and efficiently can I convey useful feedback - 
beyond highlighting mistakes - in written comments, received by the pupils possibly days after 
their work was submitted?  

Pupils tend to find it engaging (but don’t let that put you off!) and I’ve seen children benefit, in 
ways which are well-documented, from having an audience for their writing. (See 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/literacy-ks-2/) 

 
How: 
After making a Padlet account, you can prepare a webpage page, or you can simply leave it 
blank. Below, I’ve added a provocative picture as the wallpaper.  
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Writing occurs as posts overlaying the background. To introduce the setting in this lesson, I’ve 
posted some questions for the class to consider and some sentence starters to guide pupils 
towards creating precise similes. (This image of the red umbrella is taken from Pobble365 
which is a website full of interesting images and writing prompts - something as worth trying as 
Padlet.) 

By visiting the page, which extends infinitely down, pupils can add their own posts. Unless 
they have their own accounts, they post anonymously, which is something to consider, 
especially when you ask them to leave feedback on each other’s work. Fortunately, these 
pupils in the screenshot have added their names to their post. As Amelia has typed, I’ve given 
her feedback by adding to the comments section. For this part of Clara’s writing, she’s 
received some peer feedback. 

 
 From my laptop, at the beginning of their writing, I can quickly identify those who need help 
because I can see all pupils’ work on one screen. I can give verbal or written feedback whilst 
they are writing, or at least much nearer to the composing than, for example, taking books in at 
the end of the lesson. And this, in my opinion, is Padlet’s key benefit: it enables more efficient 
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and effective feedback.       

As my son is in nursery, I regularly receive notifications about his progress and this can be 
useful in consolidating his learning at home. By sending links to Padlet content to parents, I’ve 
found that, in KS2 too, some are happy to comment on their child’s work in the comments 
section or discuss the work at home. Simply as a way of encouraging parents to celebrate and 
encourage their young writers, Padlet is a good option for publishing work.  

Having an audience comprised of their peers has also encouraged some of my students to 
simply try harder. Seeing more good models, receiving more formative feedback, receiving a 
wider and immediate audience for one’s work can be achieved in other ways, but I am 
interested in how simply and efficiently this can be achieved through the use of Padlet. 

 
Tips: 

• Padlet creates a random and tricky web address for other users to enter, but does allow 
the creator to edit it. This is worth doing so pupils can more easily reach the page. So 
instead of the random assortment of letters and digits, I’ve changed the end to 
‘redumbrella’: padlet.com/andrewmorse501/redumbrella 

• Pages can be password-protected, so only certain members of the school community 
can see your pupils’ work. 

• Unless users have an account their comments appear anonymously. My pupils register 
for a free account with their school email, but be aware that if yours don’t do this, you 
may lack an automatic way of identifying commenters. 


