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7: Talking TV 

Using TV programmes to produce speaking and listening 

tasks.  

Suitable for Key Stages 3 to 5 

Summary 

Devising engaging speaking and listening tasks can be difficult. 

However, using popular TV shows makes the activity fun and familiar.  

What’s the point? 

Teaching pupils how to talk confidently and presenting themselves correctly is an important skill for 

life. Teaching them how to argue persuasively or inform in an interesting way, allows them to have 

the skills to succeed in an interview or to talk with confidence to new people.   

In the classroom 

The formats of many programmes lend themselves to the classroom. Consider the purpose of the 

kind of talk that you wish to develop. Students need space to practise their scripts, paper to 

present an interesting product and possibly PowerPoint to aid a presentation. It can be as over the 

top or as simple as you want it to be. Here are some examples. 

Dragon’s Den – good for persuasive talk. Ask pupils to design a product. They then must produce 

an interesting and persuasive pitch to sell their product to the Dragons (the image of a mobile 

phone case is an example). Tip: chocolate coins are a nice substitute for money for the winners! 

The Apprentice - Similar to the above as they are producing a pitch, however, more specific as you 

provide the product or service they are promoting. Play a clip of Alan Sugar giving them the task to 

add a bit more fun. 

Room 101 – The object of the programme is to argue which things should be consigned to Room 

101. Pupils have to be persuasive in their argument. They could be given a theme, for example, a 

sport which they have to argue should be placed in Room 101. Alternatively they may assume the 

role of a character from a text you are studying and decide what that character might condemn. 

QI – Pupils will teach the rest of the class about something that is ‘Quite Interesting’. For example, 

you could give them a theme of ‘interesting animals’ which pupils research and present. 

Would I Lie to You? – Pupils have to tell three mini-stories about themselves that people in the 

room may not know. One of them has to be a lie and the rest of the class has to guess which. 

And also…   

If the technology is available, perhaps record the speaking and listening so you can share with the 
pupils and parents. It is also something funny to save for when your pupils get older, maybe for a 
leaving assembly. 

Tips and techniques  

Allowing to pupils to also watch examples of the programmes will also help them understand the 

style of ‘talk’ they should be emulating. For example, there are excellent examples of good and bad 

pitches from Dragon’s Den on YouTube. 
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