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78: Valentine  

Trevor Millum explores how the use of parody or 

‘writing in the style of’ can help students to get to 

know a poem closely. 

(Suitable for KS2-5 students) 

You can view more of Trevor’s poetry resources @ 

www.mouseandmuse.co.uk/resources 

 

What’s the point? 

In order to write a parody, the writer must get to know the original well. This is a way of 

achieving that familiarity in a creative way. 

In the classroom 

Discuss the kinds of messages in Valentine cards. When they are not humorous, they tend 

to be exaggerated.  Songs, too, are full of hyperbole (‘How deep is the ocean, how high is 

the sky…?’ ‘Love you till the end of time…’ etc). Ask students to think of other examples.  

Read the opening lines from Carol Ann Duffy’s poem, ‘Valentine’.   

   “Not a cute card or a kissogram. 

    I give you an onion. 

 

Pause there for laughter or other reactions. Then read the rest of the poem. There is no 

need to discuss it further unless students wish to. Provide copies of the poem and then ask 

them to write their own versions. If you feel further input is needed, read some other 

examples.  

One student chose ‘I will give you…an octopus…’  Students might like to play around with 

the idea of something unusual but fun: 

Not a sloppy card or a bunch of flowers. 

I give you a monkey. 

A monkey carrying a bunch of bananas 

Ripe and yellow 

Curved and flavoursome. 

A monkey who can do tricks 

And juggle 

Who will make you laugh 

Whenever you think of me. 

 

 

http://www.nate.org.uk/
http://www.mouseandmuse.co.uk/resources


© National Association for the Teaching of English 2021 www.nate.org.uk  

Here is another thought-provoking example: 

 

Not a gift-wrapped box 

Smelling of scent 

I give you a field of sheep 

They are gentle 

They make woolly noises 

And rub their noses in the grass 

They stick together 

Till the very end… 

 

In a follow-up, you might ask: 

 

• Is Duffy being serious? 

• How does she feel about the recipient of the poem? 

• What kind of relationship does it suggest? 

 

Tips and techniques 

It always helps if teacher writes too.  Create your own Valentine and read it to the class. You 

do not need to mention it at this stage, but this is an exercise in extended metaphor. Save 

it for when you need to refer back to it – ‘You remember when we wrote those valentine 

poems, well…’ 

 

Finally 

Finally, just put the words to ‘My Love is like a Red Red Rose’ and ‘O Rose, Thou Art Sick’ 

up on the wall, or on the whiteboard – without comment. 

 

More poetry resources can be found here: www.mouseandmuse.co.uk/resources 
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