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79: Eden Rock  

Trevor Millum explores how to investigate Charles 

Causley’s poem through discussion and debate. 

(Suitable for KS4/5 students) 

You can view more of Trevor’s poetry resources @ 

www.mouseandmuse.co.uk/resources 

 

What’s the point? 

It is often difficult to stimulate discussion. This is one way to kick-start it and to get 

students involved in a close reading of the poem. 

In the classroom  

This is one of the poems where everything hangs on the last line.  The poem makes 

complete sense all the way through and then – bang – the last line makes you go ‘What?’ 

The disjunction between the rest of the poem and the last line is made more obvious by 

the gap between them and the change of tense.  Notice also that it is not until the last 

verse that the writer is mentioned: ‘They beckon to me. I hear them call’ – that’s all. 

Everything else is about the mother and father.  

The question everyone asks is – what is it in the last line?  And how far does the previous 

line help – or hinder? 

This is a question which is ripe for discussion rather than a definitive answer.  Why not try a 

diamond ranking activity or a similar exercise for small groups? These could be your 

statements: 

Growing up – crossing over 

into adulthood 
Nostalgia 

Doing something brave or 

challenging 

Regret 
Remembering my childhood 

– so painful 
Love 

Remembering so vividly ?................ 
Remembering my childhood 

– so full of happy memories 

 

What have I missed out?  Probably something quite significant. If so, add it to the 

collection. This shows that we ‘teachers’ can also be uncertain.  
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A plenary session may lead to a consensus or, better still, an argument between two or 

three different points of view..   

Tips and Techniques 

Do you, as teacher, give an opinion? You might do so with the caveat that it is only your 

opinion and use this as a way into advice on answering exam questions. It is okay to be 

undecided if you phrase your indecision in a thoughtful way.  ‘I think that … but it is 

possible that…’; ‘One interpretation might be…’ 

Further thoughts 

Questions for students to mull over: 

• The picture and the events are recalled in great detail. Is the poet really 

remembering it all? Or adding to it? 

• Could the writer be creating the whole scene, just as a novelist does? 

• What else might account for the level of detail – a rediscovered photo, perhaps? 

 

You can view more of Trevor’s poetry resources @ www.mouseandmuse.co.uk/resources 
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