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Diamonds 
Armin Greder (author & illustrator) 

Allen & Unwin Children’s Books Hardcover, £12.99 
 

Another powerful 

and thought-

provoking book 

from Swiss author 

Armin Greder, 

Diamonds is a stark 

pictorial description 

of how the yearning 

for the trappings of 

wealth often results 

in the inequality and manipulation of others. A subtle 

less well known issue is that diamonds are a source of 

wealth which frequently funds conflict.  

This mainly wordless book for older readers is certain 

to stir interest and outrage at how people profit from the 

mistreatment of both human beings and the earth’s 

reserves as we follow the journey of the precious stones 

from supply to sale.  

The themes of human rights, the exploitation of the 

planet’s resources and social injustice are directly 

presented in the pessimistic, but beautiful, charcoal 

drawings. The cynicism of the participants, willing or 

otherwise, in the diamond trade is an excellent starting 

point for conversations around this topic, and the 

afterwords (one by the spokesperson for Amnesty 

International Italy) place the story in context. 

Comprehensive teachers’ notes can be found here: 

https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/books/

childrens/Diamonds-Armin-Greder-9781760877040  

Crocodile Tears 
Roger McGough (author) & Greg McLeod (illustrator) 

Otter-Barry Books Hardcover, £12.99 

 

Described as the ‘patron 

saint of poetry’, Roger 

McGough has written this 

humorous and entertaining 

picture story which charts 

the journey of a crocodile 

whose wanderlust sees her 

heading away from her jungle home to find freedom and 

adventure, but who finds, as many characters in stories 

do, that the grass isn’t greener on the other side after all 

(or, in this case, the bright lights of London) and she is 

soon pining for home.  

From the initial round of goodbyes: 

The crocodile said to the piranha, 

‘Piranha, I have to leave for London mañana 

disguised as a giant banana.’ 

to the realisation, through a stream of heart-rending 

letters to Mum, that she really needs to get home, the 

language, word play and quirkiness of this crocodile’s 

story will appeal to readers of all ages. Greg McLeod’s 

expressive and detailed illustrations match perfectly with 

this witty story. The notion of a jungle creature stalking 

the stone-cold streets of London can be studied further 

by watching clips of how animals have been exploring 

cities during the Covid 19 lockdowns:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma3k6FAozZk  

Where Snow Angels Go 
Maggie O’Farrell (author) &  

Daniela Jaglenka Terrazzini 

(illustrator) 

Walker Books (1.10.20), 

Hardcover, £12.99 

 

A debut picture book from multi-

award-winning author, Maggie 

O’Farrell, about a novice snow angel making his own 

debut. After initially making a few blunders when he 

first appears before Sylvie, he tells her that he is here to 

look after her for she is not as well as she thinks she is, 

and sure enough, she becomes ill. A beautifully written 

modern fairy tale with a tenacious central character so 

determined to entice her snow angel back to her that she 

attempts dangerous stunts to get him to return. Will she 

ever see him again, and what about all the other people 

who don’t have their own snow angels? 

The story-telling and imagination in this tale are 

captivating, the language beautiful and the gorgeous 

detailed illustrations will delight young readers who will 

be desperate for ‘that silence, that stillness, that blue-

tinged light’ that signals a fall of snow so they can get 

out there and create their own snow angels. 

The Lost Spells 
Robert Macfarlane & Jackie Morris 

Hamish Hamilton Books, Hardcover, 

£14.99 
 

This is another stunning book from the 

collaboration of these two talented 

authors, described as the ‘little sister’ to 

The Lost Words. It is a joyous celebration 

of language and of nature and a real 

pleasure to turn the pages again and 

again. The detail in the closely-observed 

illustrations is mesmerising and the intelligent 

descriptions of wildlife could only come from a deep and 

respectful knowledge of the subject. 

This is a book that deserves a place in every classroom, 

regardless of the age of the occupants. You could use it 

to analyse the use of language if you wanted to as it’s so 

beautifully written but I think I would be preserving it to 

read for pure pleasure and enjoyment. 
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A Scientist Like Me 
Dr Shini Somara (author) & Nadia Sarell (illustrator) 

Wren & Rook Hardcover, £12.99 (18.3.21) 

 

Electrifying illustrations and an empowering story 

combine to introduce young readers to the world of 

science, observation and problem-solving. 

There’s NOTHING that Ruben doesn’t find fascinating. 

Why do leaves change colour? What makes ice cream 

melt? On a trip to the beach with his mum, he discovers 

how the world works and the brilliant scientists who have 

helped us understand it. Maybe he can try out some 

awesome experiments and become a scientist too? 
With pages encouraging kids to try out their very own 

science experiments 

such as germinating 

seeds and writing with 

invisible ink, this 

brilliant picture book 

written by scientist and 

TV presenter Dr Shini 

Somara unlocks a love 

of science and 

celebrates women in 

STEM.  

Mina Mistry Investigates 
The Case of the Disgusting School Dinners 
Angie Lake (author)  

Sweet Cherry Publishing  

Paperback, £6.99 

 

Mina Mistry Investigates is a 

witty detective series, peppered 

with amusing illustrations 

(designed to help the reader solve 

the mystery) and with subjects 

and references to appeal to, and to 

entertain, young readers. The 

character of Mina is single-

minded and resolute, and the dynamics between Mina 

and her best friend Holly will draw in a reader who likes 

a whodunit story.  

The storyline revolves around the familiar setting of 

school and the attempts to get children eating healthily, 

even to the point of cancelling lessons so the children 

can learn more about ‘Food Friends and Food Foes’. 

However, the school is failing miserably and serves up 

the strangest food combinations, particularly when 

Granny Meera gets involved. Lentil custard anyone?   

Why would a school encourage healthy eating on the 

face of it but then serve up such unusual combinations of 

unhealthy meals? This looks like a case for Mina Mistry 

(her secret under-cover name – her real name is 

Snotbridge). 

Mina Mistry is the first in a series of amusing mystery 

stories which will appeal to devotees of The Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid and Tom Gates. To find out more about the 

author and to download activities related to this book, 

visit: https://sweetcherrypublishing.com/angie-lake/  

Boot 
Shane Hegarty (author) &  

Ben Mantle (illustrator) 

Walker Books   

Hardcover, £12.99 

 

Boot was once a toy robot, but it has 

had a few adventures since it was 

scrapped and woken back up with 

only two-and-a-half memories and its feet dangling in a 

grinder. It has also had 263 surprises, including the first 

time it noticed human eyebrows and compared them to 

furry caterpillars. When Boot spots Mr Piggles – a 

robot pet pig he hoped never to see again – our hero 

and pals follow it to a beautiful green square in the city 

of skyscrapers. 

Here they find not just real nature, but also a haven for 

broken and rejected pets. They also meet the children 

who look after the pets, and for whom this green space 

is a sanctuary too. But Boot is distracted by its 

emotions, swinging from happy to sad … maybe Boot 

is broken? Can it work out what is wrong, with the help 

of its friends? 

The third in this series with brilliant black and white 

illustrations throughout by Ben Mantle, this is a ‘thrill-

ride of an adventure filled with fun, friendship and a 

very springy unicorn’. 

A Climate in Chaos 
Neal Layton (author)  

Wren & Rook Paperback, £6.99 

 

Our world is warming up, and it’s a big problem. Award-

winning author-illustrator Neal Layton is here to explain 

what climate change is, what’s causing it and why it’s dan-

gerous for animals and humans alike. But he’s also FULL 

of ideas for how you can help! From eating lots more veg-

gies to walking and cycling and thinking carefully about 

what we need to buy, A Climate in Chaos will get young 

readers excited about how they can 

make a difference to keep Planet 

Earth happy. 

This brilliant non-fiction picture 

book is perfect for readers aged 5-7 

who love nature and want to help the 

environment, including those who 

may be feeling worried and confused 

about what climate change is. 
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Hugless Douglas Plays Hide-and-seek 
David Melling (author & illustrator) 

Hodder Children’s Books (Hardcover, £12.99) 

A fictional booked aimed at children aged under 5, this 

great book is definitely recommended. It has vibrant 

pictures and a strong moral teaching children that 

everybody has a skill—you just need to find it. 

Unsurprisingly, the main character is Hugless Douglas, 

a brown bear with a big heart. He is accompanied by a 

flock of sheep, one of which is called Little Sheep. They 

all live in a field with bright green grass, a typically 

English scene (minus the brown bear, of course).  

The atmosphere at the start of the story is fun and 

merry but towards the end mild peril takes the stage as 

someone gets more lost than they planned This book 

uses rhyme to create a cheery introduction for its young 

r eaders  and  t he r e  a r e 

educational benefits as well. The 

numbers 1-10 are repeated 

throughout the text giving the 

readers opportunities to practise 

their numbers. 

A great book for young 

children.  

by Fraser 

The January Stars 
Kate Constable (author) 

Allen & Unwin Children’s Books Paperback, £7.99 

This is a story about twelve-year-old Clancy and her 

fourteen-year-old sister Tash, who kidnap their elderly 

grandfather from his care home almost by accident. 

They set out on an adventure in search of somewhere 

better for him to live. 

On their journey, they face many challenges but 

Clancy becomes convinced (and reassured) that their 

journey is being guided. Is the ghost of their 

grandmother accompanying them on their quest? 

An outstanding book from Australian author Kate 

Constable that I could read over and over again. 

Highly recommended. 

by Annabelle 

With thanks to the children of Forton Primary School in Lancashire for the following book reviews: 

You can view the 
full agenda, find 
out more about 
the presenters 
and book your 
tickets at: 
www.nate.org.uk/
diversity/ 

https://www.nate.org.uk/diversity/



