
 

Louise Bunch, Phase 2 Lead, Year 6 teacher and English Lead, and 

Marcel Penarroja, EYFS Lead, Nursery teacher and DT Lead, 

describe the transformation of a normal classroom into a magical, 

immersive learning space at Wyborne Primary School. 

Situated on the outskirts of the Royal 

Borough of Greenwich in South East London, 

Wyborne Primary and Nursery School has 

created an innovative and immersive space to 

inspire creativity, awe and wonder for our 

pupils.  

As a school, we are always looking for ways 

to inspire our pupils, to raise the profile of 

reading and writing for pleasure and to 

improve our outcomes in English. We believe 

that we have created just the space to make this 

possible.   

Over the period of lockdown, when school 

was open to the children of key worker parents 

only, one of the classrooms was completely 

transformed into our Museum of Everything. 

The idea of the museum was the brainchild of 

our Headteacher, James Searjeant. He had a 

vision of a space that could be used as a central 

bank of curriculum resources, a reference 
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library and a place that would engage and inspire the 

children’s imaginations. Everything he envisaged has 

come to life. It is a space loved by both pupils and staff. 

The Museum started to come together with a mixture 

of old second-hand pieces of furniture, historical 

artefacts that we already had in school, a range of non-

fiction books and display cabinets made by our 

incredibly talented Premises Manager, Steven Smith. A 

mezzanine floor and staircase were also built, which just 

added to the magic and transformation of the room. All 

of this was done secretly, without any of the children 

knowing what was going on behind the closed doors. 

Most of the staff were in the dark too. 

Once completed, the Museum was revealed to staff 

and the reaction was wonderful. Everyone was so 

impressed and the teachers were excited to start 

planning lessons with the museum at the centre. We had 

so many ideas for how we could use this amazing space 

for enquiry-based history lessons but also as a way to 

generate creativity in writing.   

We are a part of the Punchdrunk Enrichment Learning 

Collective and have taken part in some of their 

immersive projects, with more planned for the future. 

We have had whole-school CPD, where the talented 

enrichment staff from Punchdrunk Enrichment have 

provided us with techniques and strategies for helping 

children to write creatively.  

Back in January 2019 our first Punchdrunk 

Enrichment project—the Lost Lending Library—

arrived in our school, which was the most amazing 

experience. This where the magic really started. It was 

the first time that we had really experienced the true 

benefits of immersive learning. The project captured the 

imaginations of our pupils and inspired some amazing 

pieces of writing. With the promise that their stories 

would be added to the magical library, the children 

were all keen to write. There was a purpose for their 

writing and a spark of magic.  

Once the library left Wyborne and magically travelled 

to other locations around the world, we worked hard to 

keep that legacy alive for the children. Gillian’s Room 

appeared which the children believed was a part of the 

library that had been left behind. Postcards were 

received from the librarian, sent from various places 

around the world.  When the pupils were invited into 

the Museum of Everything, there were links to the Lost 

Lending Library so they could make the connections 

and that magic was still alive. 
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During the first week of term in September 2021, the 

children received a letter explaining that there was 

something unusual going on and they were encouraged 

to look out for any clues. There was a real sense of 

excitement rippling around the school.  As the week 

went on, each class was invited to visit the museum for 

the first time. It was quite an event and the reactions 

from the children were amazing to see. Their eyes were 

everywhere, trying to take it all in. They had so many 

questions and just wanted to explore. We had made a 

link with the Prince Phillip Maritime Collection Centre 

(PPMCC), and the curator came to visit each class. 

Every year group was loaned a mystery artefact, which 

was the inspiration for their museum topic. As well as 

the historical enquiry that this inspired, the children had 

opportunities for writing in a variety of genres and 

making use of the reference library aspect of the 

museum. The pupils were invited to write stories to give 

to the Story Keeper at the PPMCC, which would be 

added to the archives for future generations to 

read. Again, it was another writing task with an exciting 

purpose to inspire the children, just like the Lost 

Lending Library had been a couple of years before. 

Since the museum has been opened to the children, it 

has been wonderful to see it in action, especially from a 

literacy point of view. Our Museum of Everything is 

such an exciting and special resource for the school; it is 

used on a daily basis as a teaching space. Classes go 

there for sessions of reading for pleasure, for research 

using books and iPads, to be hands on with historical 

artefacts and to use the space for writing lessons. It is 

the perfect place to curl up with a good book; the 

roaring fire, ticking grandfather clock and comfy 

armchairs create the ideal atmosphere. It is a time of the 

week that our Year 6 pupils really look forward to.  

Previously, it was easy to just book the ICT equipment 

out for research lessons, relying heavily on just using 

the internet, but now the museum is used as a reference 

library and we are teaching the children the skills of 

how to use books to gather information. They are 

learning how to use indexes and glossaries, taking notes 

from books as well as the internet. Having a central 

store of non-fiction books has made them much more 

accessible for all and it has been wonderful to see them 

being used again. Classes go to the museum to generate 

inspiration for writing. From creative writing inspired 

by the general magic and wonder of the space to 

information reports, explanation texts and newspaper 

reports linked to various aspects of the curriculum. Our 

core text approach already means that the texts that we 

use for writing lessons have curriculum links but now 

the museum provides another level of purpose and 

inspiration.  

The opening of the Museum of Everything has also 

generated interest from a few authors who saw the 

photos on Twitter. Being able to share their comments 

and interest with the children was so exciting. They 

were delighted that the people who wrote the books that 
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they love to read were genuinely interested in our 

school. A highlight was a video message from Jeremy 

Strong, an ex-pupil of Wyborne.   

The Museum of Everything is more than just a 

transformed room in our school, it is a transformed way 

of learning. It has provided our children with a zest for 

writing, a love of reading and has sparked imaginations. 

They are immersed in their learning, not just in English 

but in all curriculum areas. Our aim is to create an 

environment where our children love learning and create 

memories that will remain with them throughout their 

time in education and beyond. In the autumn term—

alongside the launch of ‘The Museum of Everything’—

Wyborne launched a school-wide creative writing 

project entitled ‘Writing for Pleasure’. The foundation 

for this project was the work Bob Cox—an educational 

consultant and former English teacher—has done with 

various schools across the country. In his book Opening 

Doors to a Richer Curriculum Bob advocates that all 

children should be exposed to deep and meaningful 

texts. These texts include poetry and prose varying from 

classical authors such as Alfred Tennyson and Charlotte 

Bronte to the more recent and diverse Miroslav Holub 

and Dionne Brand. The teachers at Wyborne have drip-

fed the texts to the children, revealing more of the text 

as the sequence of lessons progresses. Thus, the children 

have been launched into a world of possibilities, where 

all of their discussions and thoughts are valued.  

At the start of each unit, the children are hooked in, 

with either an image that provokes discourse or the last 

two lines of a poem, or with more tangible items such 

as the artefacts in our museum. These artefacts have 

included our door to the 'Department of the 

Imagination' which resides mysteriously in our museum 

and has engaged our Year Five students who are 

studying the poem ‘The Door’ by Miroslav Holub. 

Within our museum there also stands an ominous 

grandfather clock that may or may not go backwards. 

This wonderful artefact has inspired our Year 6 children 

when they have read Eliza Cook’s wonderful poem, 
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‘Song of Old Time’. The outcome of each unit is to 

compose a text that may have the same style as the 

author; share the same theme or just simply be a 

variation of the title and the children have explored the 

infinite possibilities that have come from this. This 

project has allowed children to engage with texts they 

would not normally be accustomed to reading but has 

also allowed them the freedom to create outstanding 

pieces of writing without the restrictions of a genre 

style. 

The wonderful learning opportunities in English and 

other subjects that have been presented to the children at 

Wyborne have been a result of the tremendous hard 

work and vision of several members of our school 

community and exceptional experts such as Punchdrunk 

and the PPMCC. The museum is a fantastic stimulus 

that exists alongside our children in their 3D world; they 

can see through keyholes; they can feel artefacts; they 

can hear a fire roaring. These stimuli and the fantastic 

broad and balanced curriculum the teachers are 

delivering ensures the children at Wyborne Primary 

School and Nursery have an enriched and fulfilled 

experience in their school life here. 
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Marcel Penarroja has a career in primary 

education spanning eighteen years which has 

taken him into all years groups and to 

different countries, having spent time 

teaching abroad. Currently, Marcel is the 

Nursery teacher and EYFS Lead at Wyborne 

Primary School and Nursery and is thrilled by 

the myriad of learning opportunities all of the 

children have at Wyborne. He is passionate 

about creative writing for young children and 

has completed the first year of an MA in 

Creative Writing. 

Louise Bunch has been teaching since 2005, 

with her whole career spent at Wyborne, 

experiencing teaching both key stages and 

taking on a variety of roles, including 

English Lead and KS2 Phase Leader in 2015. 

Louise is immensely proud of the school 

community and feels privileged to work with 

such a creative, talented and dedicated team 

that has been able to provide such memorable 

experiences for the pupils. 


