
Join Rachel Pender as she describes the journey of how her 

school’s reading and writing was transformed with a little help 

from their friends at the Literacy tree. 

Around 4 years ago at Whiston Willis, we were in a 

position where most schools have been at some point: 

our English curriculum was good, but a lot was left to 

chance and we relied heavily on teacher skill-set and 

comfort zone, therefore the consistency could not be 

guaranteed. Teachers often stuck to texts they were 

comfortable with, sticking to ‘safe’ and familiar 

authors. Although the children were getting a good deal 

in terms of writing development, we knew we needed 

and wanted to do more.  

We wanted to inspire, to engage, to nurture future 

writers. Seated in our classrooms, we could have 

aspiring authors, poets, journalists, song writers… the 

list is endless! We knew that any path a child decided 

to take in our school, having a solid foundation of 

literary skills would be crucial to succeed and we 

wanted (and still strive to give) our children those skills 

to reach their dreams, to communicate their views, to be 

creative, and to have their voices heard. So at the time, 

we set out researching and looking for the perfect 

English curriculum for us. 

We had heard about the Literacy Tree and how their 

curriculum had high quality literature at the core, so 

thought we would find out a bit more. We visited two of 

the consultants delivering a taster session at a Liverpool 

primary school and after just five minutes of them 

speaking, we knew we had to have the Literacy Tree as 

part of our curriculum and signed up immediately. 
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With the initial support from the wonderfully inspiring 

Literacy Tree consultants Pippa and Donny we were 

away. We have a unique setting at our school as we 

have many composite, mixed-age classes which poses 

many challenges. Thanks to the over-learning pedagogy 

of this curriculum and the abundance of high quality 

texts, we were able to map out a two year cycle for each 

phase with the support of the consultants. This allowed 

and continues to allow our children from Reception to 

Year 6 to experience all expectations of the Early Years 

and National Curriculum in a range of contexts across a 

range of genre on multiple occasions, embedding their 

learning deeper – teaching them to be writers for 

audience and purpose. We now had a consistent, 

cohesive pedagogy used across the school and we could 

now work on continuing to upskill and coach the staff 

even further to becoming outstanding English 

practitioners. 

The Literary Curriculum offers so much more than the 

high quality English curriculum it advertises. Here’s 

why… 

Creating Expert English Practitioners 

For us, the Literary Curriculum has, and 

continues to, offer excellent CPD to empower 

and equip non- specialist/ less confident 

practitioners with the tools they need to 

deliver an ambitious and high quality 

literature-led curriculum. This comes in the 

form of the consultancy package that they 

offer at the Literacy Tree but also by merely 

delivering the sequences of learning, on the 

job. Our staff value and acknowledge the support, 

subject knowledge and pedagogical decisions the 

Literacy Tree make and feel this has supported them 

and, over the years, has enhanced their own ability in 

abundance. The English subject knowledge of the staff, 

the understanding of teaching vocabulary, the 

knowledge of appendix 1 and 2 of the programme of 

study and how to use this to impact pupil progress, and 

the confidence to adapt the sequences to meet the needs 

of their class have all stemmed from the consultancy 

work and by simply delivering the curriculum. Along 

with the ability and confidence to live model, this has 

become an invaluable teaching tool for staff at our 

school. 

Creating a Whole School Reading Culture 

At our school, building a reading culture was, and still 

is, immensely important to us. We know that reading is 

the passport to the rest of our curriculum and a child’s 

future learning and life. The fact that the ‘teaching 

through a text’ approach from the Literary Curriculum 

offers texts as a rich context for all reading and writing 

opportunities has been perfect for us from the outset. 

NATE Primary Matters Summer 2022 Page 41 



NATE Primary Matters Summer 2022 Page 42 

But it is so much more than that! Seeing the results from 

having embedded this curriculum some time ago, it is 

magic to see and hear. After having years of exposure to 

high quality texts from a plethora of authors, a wide 

range of genre and an abundance of themes, our 

children now naturally and confidently make links 

between texts and authors on a daily basis and talk with 

engagement and pleasure about upcoming authors or 

experiencing an author on more than one occasion. 

Their eyes have been opened to so many new authors, 

some past and some contemporary. A whole new world 

has been revealed for our pupils, which has allowed 

them to become expert readers who now purposely 

choose literature for their own pleasure. The staff have 

equally been exposed to texts and authors they had 

never chosen or taught before – falling in love with texts 

and authors over and over again. 

Exploring contextual themes 

We love how the purposely chosen texts explore 

important and often contextual issues and themes within 

the carefully chosen stories. The texts naturally and 

subtly allow us, as a school, to address key themes such 

as: cultural diversity, friendships, bereavement, gender 

non-conformity to name but a few. It gives our staff and 

children a comfortable and safe environment and 

context to explore those issues that are often difficult 

and sometimes sensitive to address. This is a real bonus 

that, initially, we did not think would be such an 

amazing feature of the ‘teach through a text’ approach, 

but due to the texts being chosen by experts of 

literature, we are lucky these decisions are made for us 

and we reap the benefits on a daily basis. 

Engaging starting points 

Each sequence of learning we deliver begins with an 

engaging starting point. This gives our children the 

engagement and the thirst and passion for reading. It 

provides a taste of what’s to come within the text they 

are going to read: whether that be a dog bowl, a police 

scene, the word ‘freedom’ or an abandoned coat. The 

engaging starting points give our children a sense of 

excitement and has them sitting on the edge of their 

seats! 



Rachel Pender is Year 3/4 teacher and 

Assistant Principal at Whiston Willis 

Primary Academy – part of the Wade 

Deacon Multi Academy Trust. With 14 

years’ teaching experience, and an 

enthusiasm and background in English, 

she is the natural choice for her role as an 

effective English and Curriculum Lead.  

Audience and Purpose 

Due to the Literary Curriculum having the high quality 

text at the core, the writing opportunities are woven 

through the text and opportunities for short and longer 

writing pieces are given at the exact point in the text. 

This gives our children a real sense of audience and 

purpose and makes the writing exciting for them. The 

Literacy Tree also recommend using special paper to 

ensure it gives the writing a real-life feel and context, 

for example, paper and an envelope for a letter, a 

message in a bottle, a shopping list, a leaflet. This 

ignites the magic for our children and we love it, giving 

the children a real life context for rich writing 

opportunities.  

Publishing Writing 

At our school, we train our children to write in training 

and performance mode. Training mode is the day to day 

experimentation and them learning to be writers; this is 

recorded in their English writing books. Literacy Tree 

then give planned opportunities and encouragement for 

instant or re-drafted publishing. It is vital, for us, to 

equip our children with both skills and to ensure that 

they see their writing published around the school or on 

published paper within their books. Giving our children 

a sense of pride and to celebrate the outstanding writing 

that they have produced is vitally important to us! 

I think it’s safe to say that The Literacy Tree has been 

an integral catalyst for positive change in our school – 

not just for literacy but for building a whole school 

reading culture. Children are now equipped with the 

skills and knowledge they need to access the rest of the 

wider curriculum and the eyes of our whole school 

community – staff and pupils – have been opened to a 

world of literature we would never have experienced 

before we started our journey with Literacy Tree. We 

now have a whole school of authors who LOVE to write 

and understand the real meaning of why they write and 

who they are writing to and for – the power of writing! 

Embedded skills that will be built upon during the next 

step in their education, learning that will enhance and 

accelerate their future opportunities in later life … that’s 

all we can ask for!  

To top off our journey, 2 years ago we were asked to 

be a Literacy Tree Flagship School – which is an 

amazing achievement for us and we now wear that 

badge with honour! 

Thank you Literacy Tree! 
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