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Fantastically Great Women Artists and 
their Stories 
Kate Pankhurst (author & illustrator) 

Bloomsbury Children’s Books (Paperback, £6.99) 

Another excellent and captivating book from Kate 

Pankhurst, written in her usual comprehensible and 

friendly style. The latest in the ‘Fantastically Great 

Women’ series and as fascinating and easy to read as 

always, this book is a must have for anyone interested 

in those who changed people’s ideas about what 

women could do. From the choice of artists Kate has 

selected to write about, most of whom you won’t have 

heard of, to her sympathetic and compassionate 

accounts of the bravery and fortitude shown by her 

subjects, this is a charming and detailed book, 

describing artists who were full 

of passion, surprises and a 

fearlessness that made a 

valuable contribution to the 

different lives we lead today. 

Kate’s quirky and detailed 

drawings add to the enjoyment 

of the book and reading the 

accounts of the struggles of 

these artists leaves you feeling 

that anyone can do anything if 

they have the determination. 

The Comet 
Joe Todd-Stanton (author & illustrator) 

Flying Eye Books (Hardcover, £12.99) 

Nyla lives by the sea. The trees tower tall and she can 

count 100 stars. The meticulously drawn illustrations 

show that Nyla leads a happy life with her dad, cat and 

friends. But this changes when Nyla and her dad have 

to move to the city where Nyla can only see seven stars 

and her thoughts are preoccupied with what she has 

lost. Her dad, too, is now too busy to enjoy the things 

they shared together.  

Nyla seeks what she had 

before and when a comet 

appears, she starts to feel 

more positive. The story 

takes a sensitive and 

sympathetic approach to 

the feelings experienced by 

any child who feels out of 

place and who misses the 

‘before’. The story explores 

how new experiences 

finally make Nyla feel at 

home in a tale of light and 

Please Write Soon
Michael Rosen (author) & 

Michael Foreman 

(illustrator) 

Scholastic Fiction  

(Hardcover, £12.99) 

In a story inspired by the 

experiences of the author’s 

relative being a soldier in 

WWll, this touching and 

intriguing tale pulls at the 

reader’s heartstrings as we 

learn how Bernie, in Poland at the start of the war but 

sent to a Russian labour camp, keeps up the 

correspondence with cousin Solly in London. Their 

exchange of letters highlights how the war is affecting 

the soldiers and civilians and they try to keep each 

other’s spirits up with chatter about football and home.  

This is a moving story about the consequences of war, 

and serves to remind us why the red poppies each 

November ensure that we never forget what those who 

experience wars have to endure, both those in the centre 

of the action and anxious relatives waiting elsewhere. 

Michael Foreman’s detailed illustrations, mainly in 

greyscale, are poignant and beautiful. The small 

highlights in red are evoke thoughts of red poppies, and 

underline their significance in remembering the fallen. 

This is an engaging read which will captivate your 

attention and have you rooting for Bernie – does he ever 

get home safely? 
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Fred and the 
fantastic TUB-TUB 
Zeb Soanes (author) & 

Anja Uhren (illustrator) 

Graffeg (Hardcover, 

£12.99) 

Beautifully written by Zeb 

Soanes (described as the 

reassuring voice of the 

Shipping Forecast) and stunning, detailed illustrations 

by Anja Uhren, this captivating and topical book is an 

absolute delight. With its musical links, QR code to a 

media page and a cat called Attenborough, this 

glorious tale is an exciting (but unusual) adventure 

which sees Fred and her grandpa searching for the 

elusive Tub-Tub, a plant that blooms only once in 

every two hundred years. This plant has special 

properties so Fred and Grandpa set off in a flying 

machine across the world in search of the island of 

Papa Nupi. With additional information about how the 

story was created, advice to re-use plastic bottles and 

how to reduce plastic altogether, the strong 

environmental message shines through. A highly 

recommended read whatever your age. 

To find out more about Kate Pankhurst and the 
Fantastically Great Women books, visit: https://
www.katepankhurst.com/  

https://www.katepankhurst.com/


On the Origin 
of Species 
Sabina Radeva 

(author & illustrator) 

Puffin (Hardcover, 

£12.99) 

This is a truly 

amazing book that 

deserves a place 

on any young 

person’s bookshelf 

to be revisited and 

pored over many 

times. 

This book is 

described by the 

publisher as the first ever picture book retelling of 

Darwin’s original and this author does the great man 

proud. Sabina Radeva has used all her knowledge and 

skills as a molecular biologist and illustrator to recreate 

Darwin’s most famous work and she has done so with 

care, precision and clarity.  

The author presents a fascinating version of Darwin’s 

experiences and explanations. The illustrations are 

simply stunning, the text is considered and thoughtful 

and the theory of evolution is brought to life for young 

readers. What a pleasure it has been to look through 

these pages. Highly recommended for young and 

old alike. 

The Sky Over Rebecca
Matthew Fox (author) 

Hachette Children’s Books 

Paperback £7.99) 

When Kara discovers a snow angel 

in a perfect white snowdrift near the 

ominous Lake Mälaren, she knows it 

doesn’t look quite right but she can’t 

quite put her finger on what is amiss 

until later when she realises that 

there are no footprints in the snow. The mystery starts 

there and Kara, living in modern day Stockholm with 

her single parent mother, is determined to find out what 

is going on. Kara overcomes her fear of the lake to 

follow a trail which leads to Rebecca and Samuel who 

need Kara’s help to escape. Meanwhile, Grandpa 

explains how the stars above can help us to pinpoint 

time and Kara realises Rebecca, and her brother 

Samuel, are from 1944. They are Jews. And they are in 

hiding. 

Kara feels compelled to help them, and to keep them 

alive, as this convincing and detailed plot is revealed. 

Each character is believable and memorable the story 

is brought to life clearly and the powerful message of 

hope remains with the reader. Single clause sentences, 

reminiscent of a storyteller, add to the pace and build 

the tension as we are kept dangling, wondering what 

will happen next-  

A powerful debut novel from Matthew Fox, already an 

award-winner as the unpublished manuscript won the 

Bath Children’s Novel Award 2019. This is a captivating 

story, a perfect read for anyone with an interest in 

World War ll. 
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Are Mummies scared of monsters
Fransie Fransden (author & illustrator) 

artfox.bookwolf (Paperback £7.99) 

Author and illustrator Fransie Fransden draws on her 

experience as an art psychotherapist to present her 

original picture book series, Alexander’s Questions. The 

unique collage style illustrations made up of photographs 

and drawings, capture the storyline beautifully as 

Alexander (who has his own monster living under his 

bed) makes a list of who is and who isn’t scared of 

monsters. This is a lovely picture book with the parent/

child relationship at its heart, focusing on the inquisitive 

nature of the main character 

and the reassurance of his 

carer.  

Read Fransie’s article starting 

on page 23 of this magazine. 

For a chance to win a copy of 

Are Mummies scared of 

monsters?, please email 

primary@nate.org.uk with your 

name and address. 

A Little Bit of Hush 
Paul Stewart (author )  

& Jane Porter (illustrator) 

Otter-Barry Books (Hardcover 

£12.99) 

You always knew owls were wise, 

so who else would Squirrel go to for 

advice when her squirrel babies 

can’t get a wink of sleep because of the noise made by 

the other forest creatures? Owl produces his very own 

invention, the Silence Catcher, and together the pair 

embark on a quest for the bubbles of silence, the 

pockets of hush. Owl knows just where to look and they 

find what they need in the moment of silence  between 

the last note of the blackbird’s beautiful song and the 

first call of alarm. They find it between the lightining’s 

flash and the thunder’s roll. This delightful picture book 

encourages us to be more aware of the nature around 

us and seek pockets of quiet and stillness in the 

boisterous world around us.  




